Session 9
Financial Literacy

Goals

* Students will learn the importance of good credit.
* Students will learn how to avoid bad debt.

Materials

Activity 1
Activity 2
Activity 3
Activity 4
Worksheet 1

Procedure

Greet the students. Wait until the students are seated and quiet. Briefly describe the goals of today’s
lesson. Reintroduce yourself to the students if necessary.

Script

Many people are now being defined by their credit score. A car dealership, mortgage company and
even a potential employer may use your credit report and or score in order to draw conclusions about
you before they meet you. Unfortunately, many are finding out this fact much too late. There are some
obvious pitfalls to achieving and maintaining good credit. We are going to explore them in this lesson.
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Activity 1: FTC Consumer Alert

Work in groups of four. Read Worksheet 1. Come up with a creative and effective way to advertise
the information given in the FTC Consumer Alert. You can use whatever medium of advertisement
that you think would be the most effective. You can create a flyer. You can present a poster. You
could even do a radio public announcement. Be creative. Have fun. Be prepared to share your
advertisement with the rest of the class.

Activity 2: Healthy Financial Habits

What do you already know about healthy financial habits? Are these tips important? Work in pairs;
give a written explanation of what you think the consequences will be if you do not adhere to the tips
listed below.

Activity 3: Quote

What do you think the author meant by this quote? Do you agree with the author?

“Fight crime. Don’t be a victim.”

Anonymous
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Activity 4: Essay B Shop-a-holics Beware!

Haveyou everknowna shop-aholic? Are you a shop-a-holic?Do feel compelledto buy somethingn
orderto makeyou feel better? That needcanleadto debttroublesandfar worsethings. Thereare
somepeoplewho write badchecksfor expensivatems. Therearesomewho resortto shoplifting in
orderto getthe thingsthattheythink theywant. The consequence®r suchactionscancauseyou to
wind up in jail.

Write a shortstory abouta 9" gradestudentwho makesa few badchoicesregardingacquiringthings
that he or shewants.Wherewill his or herwrong choiceslead? Be sureto includea friend in this
story who tries to offer good sound advice. The story should be no less than 2 paragraphs.

Activity 5: Virginia Hero

Sandra Annette Bullock (bornJuly 26, 1964)is an Americanfilm actressShecameto famein the
1990s, after roles in successfulfilms like Speed andWhile You Were Sleeping, and has since
establishedh careerasa well-known Hollywood leadingactresswith the box office comedyhit Miss
Congeniality andoneof hermostrecentfilm roles,in 2004'sCrash, receivingcritical acclaim.Sheis
the 14th richest female celebrity with an estimated fortune of $85 million.

Early life

Bullock wasbornin Arlington County, Virginia to JohnW. Bullock, a Pentagorcontractorand part-
time vocal coachfrom Alabama,andHelgaD. Meyer! a Germanoperasingerwho died of canceron
April 4, 2000;Bullock'smaternalgrandfathemwasa rocketscientistirom NurembergBullock lived in
Nuremberguntil agetwelve, where she sangin the opera'schildrens'choir at the Staatstheater
Nirnberg. Shefrequentlytraveledwith hermotheron heroperatours,andlived in Germanyandother
partsof Europefor much of her childhood.Bullock studiedballet and vocal artsas a child, taking
small parts in her mother's opera productions.

Bullock attendedwashington-LeeHigh Schoolwhere shewas a cheerleaderparticipatedin high
schooltheaterproductionsand dateda football player. Shegraduatedn 1982 and enrolledin East
CarolinaUniversity in Greenville,North Carolina.During this time sheworked as a waitressat a
restaurantSheleft schoolduring her senioryear (Spring 1986), threecreditsshortof graduatingto
pursuean acting career.Shewentto Manhattanto try to get auditionsand supportedherselfwith a
variety of odd jobs (bartender, cocktail waitress, coat checker).

SandraBullock later completedher courseworkand was awardeda bachelor'sdegreefrom East
CarolinaUniversity. Sheis fluent in German.Whenappearingon GermanTV shows,sheprefersto
speak English (the TV hosts speak German though).




